CHAPTER XL!

WHAT had kept Bxelmans at the rear during our passage of
the'defile was the following incident. Before entering the
valley the scouts had brought in two Austrian soldiers who
had straggled from their army, and were taken drinking in a
lonely village. Exelmans had them questioned in German
Tby one of his aides-de-camp, when, to his surprise, they
answered in very good French. On his asking where they
had learnt it BO well, one of the wretches, who was half-
drunk, thinking to make himself important, exclaimed that
they were Parisians. Hardly had he uttered the words when
the general, enraged at seeing Frenchmen in arms against
their countrymen, ordered them to be shot on the spot.
They were seized; but no sooner had the poor lad, who in
order to show off had claimed to be French, been put to death,
than his comrade, sobered by the sight, protested that neither
of them had ever set foot in France, They had been born at
Yienna of naturalized Parisian parents, and compelled, as
domiciled in the Empire, to serve in the army, and to enter
the regiment assigned to them. To prove the truth of what
he said, he showed his papers and those of his unlucky
comrade. Finally, yielding to the entreaty of his aides-de-
camp, Exelmans consented to spare the innocent man.

Then, hearing the sound of the fight, the general wished
to reach the head of my column ; but so rapid was the pace
at which the two regiments were pursuing the enemy, that
he found it impossible to get within the ranks. After several
attempts to do so, he and his horse were hustled into the
Eanzig, where he was nearly drowned.

During the night the Emperor relieved the army very
materially by sending all the baggage off to Coblentz,. Their
